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Bis vivit, qui bene vivit, 
Is ttmeat mortem, qui a1 Chriſtum ire timet. 
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Bleſſed are the Dead that ale in the Lord, from henceforth : 
Tea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their Labours ; 
and their Works ao follow them, Rev. 14. 13. 
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Mr.W/lham Hartley, deceated. 


My Fr.cnds, 


1 the M:ition of your [ite decealea Fathr, whih 1 
could not withſtand, this hime [pun Diſcourle w.ts 
Preached on th: Subj-t, which was his onn (home ; 

ana is to ſttsfie his Deſire, ( in th's plain Dreſs ) now pr-- 
[ented _ you : His Deſign in Printing it was (vs he 
Fold you ) to keep _w fre T// in your Memory, that th: 
Proverb might not be verified in you, Out of Sight, and 
out on Mind : ana -witboen aou?t) to remember you ff 
that mich was oben coming up'n him. Plain Di courſe s, of 
pertinent, ao bet ſuit wi th Funeral Scrmons : Had it been 
Dreacied 17 4 ry {lrain, as poſſib ) I ccula "Lian ane, if 
the 0:caſion would ha, perin't? 'a it. 1 mioht hav pt ale1 
itchiig Ears, and curious PaVates, but would have been of 
little Cſe unto mean Capacities, the MWe/fair: of whoſe Souls 
in Preaching ouzht to be Pe I therefore 014 thine ut 
bet t9 fe the pt anest [a Vu70H, thait all 0h! ind / {t ids 
And if the L ya will ada FN B!.jfins, that # might be pro- 
red ther Ly, w 0 VE Auditors, (Y IHE7 who} Hand it may 
come t0b: read. Not makiiig uſe of Notes 14 Proarhiiott ca 
1t rationally be {1nppo/: ta, thit my Memory (oula be io tr 3; 
Cl'#5, 35 FOTelaty Hy! £44 THT {07 S:ntericetiat tas ell d, 
cy ti) at there 1/21 $. £ io Un, Wo FN cAaaition, Yr Alter at. A , 
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is Prea:ito, V.na voce, micht ds the Hearer : The ts 
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fre 1 b twin co:a M1 at and Lot, all tro49h the Mext be the 


n hb i9'y St mh may make a 20 7 1 dof it; 
1s tht a5 tetieen Crizie when tleVeſel is nevy broached, 

[ us quics a3a palat ible,ana when it as it the v5ttom, and 
DUCOMM flat, 4 -a un: tay He, yet zt may *xwe tO quench the 
1Thitft, Th: Su*;et treatea on ts qt frequent 414 Com- 
17, ana 1et ts iittie 10 peg rouſe up onr [{:py ava 
4 fo! Fiearts to ſertons atiizemce in and abut the great 
C0; c:rmments of cur Sou's;, = Eo, was tt yo at ana 
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! qe4, 1t woulda [1 94 Mee better Effects in the Lives of Mea, 
than 49 appear a1rn r4y in th: World, Thit which will cer- 
-u'n'y, 11 mul nnav)iiably c me YPoR Us, ani ho: ſoon, 

hoy (ua nrty it may C:me, and by what means, we know 
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Job XXX. 23. 


For I know thou wilt bring me to Death, 
and to the Houſe appointed for all living. 


Proſperity, v- 1,2. to the 7&þ. and in Mctaphorical 
Expreſſions, v. 19, 20. As alſo of the Honour he 
was in, bcing reverenced by Young and Old, Great and 
Small, v. 8,9, 10,11. with the reatfon of this Honour, 
trom wv. 12. to the 18. This Chapter, wherein is my 
Text, intorms vs of the ſad Cataſtrophe thac did befa!l 
him ; firſt, his Honour was la:d in the Duſt, and turned 
into the greateſt Contempt, from v. r. to 14. and his 
Proſperity into the deepeſt Calamity, whereot he doth 
molt grizvoully Complain, from v. 14. unto the words 
of my Text, wherein three things are obſervable. 
1. The Pcrion ſpeaking in this Pronoun 1; this was Job. 
2. The Perſon ſpoken unto,in the Pronoun Tha; whicl: 
ts God. 
3. The Thing ſpoken, or the Matter of his Speech : 
bring me t9 Death. 
For the opening of the Words, I ſhall propound and 
an{wer three Quelitions. 
1. Who, and what a one he is, that d:d know. 
2, What he kn2w, or the Obje&t of his Knowledge. 
2. How he atta.ned this Knowledge. 
Or the tirlt, it was Job; that mult excellent Perſon, 
Lat for four things had not his fellow then on the Earth. 
ti. For Piety and Godlineſs, Chap. 1. v. 1. His Picture 
was drawn by the Pencil ot thc Spirit of God in tour Lines, 
- R all 
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1, He was Uprizbe. 2. Perfef ; not with a Legal, or 
ſiilefs PerfeQtion, but Evangelical. 3. One that ferred 
God, and «(chewed Evil; which contains both the politive 
part of Ho!inels, and the privative. He was a woriſhiv- 
per of Gcd, and an avoider of Evil ; this was atteſted by 
God in the Face of his greatcit Enemy, v. 8. with a! 
Addition, None like him. 

2. For Patience; who, when the Meſſengers of mot 
ſad Tycings came thick and threeiold, one treading as 
it were upon the heels of another; he blciſed God as 
well tor taking away, as for giving ; he was fo tar from 
Blaſpheming God, or venting an impatient word under 
his fore Afiictions, that he bleſſed God; and it is {aid of 
him, In all this Job ſinned not, mor charged God fooliſhly, 
Chap. 1. v.21, 22. Preſented to us as. a pattern of Pa- 
UE:ICC, Fames F,11x- 

3. For great Aﬀiction and Calamity he never had any 
equal ; no meer Man did ever ſutter, as we read of, ſuct1 
hard things as he met with ; his large Eſtate ſwept away, 
11s Children deſtroyed, Chap. 1. from v.14, to 20. and 
his Body ſmitten with moſt noiſom Botches from Head 
to Foot. 

:\ Non-ſuch for recovery out of his deep Calamity, 
his Loſes doubly repaired in his Subſtance, having 14000 
Sheep for 7coo, 6000 Camels tor 3000, 1coo Yoak of 
Oxen tor 500, and 1c00 She-Alſles for 5co; beſides ſeven 
Sn, and three Daugliters, which were the Beauties of 
the Land, Chap. 42. v.12, to 16. This 1s the Man that 
h:d this Know ledpe. 

2. What he knew : viz. That Goa neuld bring him to 
Dearh, &c. 

1. *Tis he would bring to Dcath, that gave him Liſe; 
he rook away witat he gave; It is he that breathed into 
Im and into us that breath of Lite, that will ſtop ir, 
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It T ; he wilt bring unto o Dc ath, . app DIIt: | 
ad preſcrves i It during hi, pl-aſure ; P/.l 65. or 

eth our Soul in life ; in b m wwe [roy moe, 4 14 haut "ur 
Beinz, as Daniel cold quafhng B-{piz:-iw, Dain. 5. 23. 

2, It is he that hath appointed D-ith for us, who 
Appointment 1s not ſubject to dilapp-incmy nr ris a 
Stitute-Law enacted by the Divice Willom, thar all arc 
{ubje*t unto; which nonz can avorl, but {tands inurec 
firm than the Laws ot the Medes and Peritins, Heb, 9. 
28, This Law 1s unrepzalable, and will ſurely be exc- 
cuted. 

4. It is he will bring us to Dcath, that hath innume- 
rablc, and unaccountable ways and means to do it ; fome- 
times ſuddenly, without any previous wariings on 01! 
own Bodies: Some by Fire, fome by Water, 'orhers1 by 
the Sword, or Buller. Ah! "ics 3" many Thoufanc 4; hav: 
thus fallen in a time of War? Some by an Apoplexy , 
others fall into Swoons, that revive no more. 

Some he brings to Death by Chronick Diſcaſes, or 
Iingring Diſtempers, which gradually by little and little 
do weaken and waſte Nature, until Death COINes ; As 11 
Conſumptions, Pthilicks, Dropfies, cc. 

Some are taken off by Acute ſharp Pains, as by the 
Cholick, Stone, Gout, and ſuch like; and no Man can 
21ve an Account of all the ways that God doth bring us 
ro Death ; bur by one mcans or another, in one way or 
:nother, it ſhall be done. So that the common Provert 
is verified, That there is bt one way of coming in'o th: 
World, bat there are innumerable ways of going out of it. 

He will bring us to Death, whole Power 1s unre- 
ſiftible. Alas! what a poor weak Worm is Man? what 
ſtrength hath he when the Almighty God hath to d- 
with him ? Can he that 1s more feeble than a Moth, rc- 
tilt, oy w.thitand, or bear up againit an Omnipotent 
Arm? Job g. 12. Behold, he taketh away, ana who tan hinder 
Ii * 
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im? That 15, NONe Can ; 15 if ail the Power and Strengt!: 
of _ werz combine. together, to preſerve the Lite 
ot one P eri9!, it would b-: in vain to attempt it, when 
God w:.l brins him to Death. Who hath an rm like 
_ ? Fob 40.9. It none hath, thcn none can diſannul] 
his Judgment, ver. 8. No Man hatin Power to retain the 
Spirit 10 te hour of Death, Fcclcſ. $. 8. Therefore no 
[cart can endure or hold out,nor can any Fland be ſtrong, 
when God {hall deal with Man, E-ek. 22. 14. 

6. It is he whoſe Will is uncontrouluble, He 1s of one 
Mini, ani who can turn him? He doth whatſoever be will 
iz Heaven ab ve, and on Earth beneath + What he 1s plea- 
id to do, that he will do, and who dare queſtion him, 
r lay, Wit dos thou? Jobg. 12. Pſal. 135.5. Hs 
14ti no Superiour, therefore it 1s too great Airogancy 

1d Boldnels in a poor forry Worm, to call God to Ac- 
ccunt for what he doth, as interpretatively dilcentented 
j'erſons do. 

7. He wilt bring unto Death : Who þith ſet the vound; 

" cur Lives, beyond which we cannot paſs, Job 14. 5 Aid 
when the appointed T1me 1s come, his purpoie 1n bring- 
12 to Dcath ſhall talce place. There tis an abbointed time 
10 Man apon the Earth, Job 7. 1. and untill that appointed 
Time come, Man {hall be contiaucd on the Earth, whiat- 
foevcr Dangers he may mcet with 1a his Paſſage through 
til Wildetnols, by one means or aqgocher God will pre- 
het, Ly me that 11 probabitity have been ear the Gates 
d) th, beng given up of Pay iicua ſe ior dead Perlo:uz?, 
1 het r ['rien: 's Weep To 3 aD01 ut them, have been oy a 
DACI: tr OM the ſides of the ] ; and have out-lived of hers 
mM o ncaithiul, and tar murc likely to live. And others, 
WC!) BN LIME apPOt: too * As come, have been brought 
GAO Deal wien 10 Reaſon there was little Expectation 
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8. He will bring to Death, that is, inexora ble, when 
the Time detcrmined is come. Ir is not Prayers or Tears 


that ſhall then prevail to procure the lengthening out of 


the day of Lite. It 5 not crying, O /pare me a little, 
that I may recov'r ſtrength, will ſerve turn, How many 
on their Death-beds have with Tears begged a little lon- 
ger time, not being ready and preparcd tor Death ? Bur 
all in vain; whether prepared or not, it is not Wealth 
can purchaſe, nor Cries procure an hour's reſpite, when 
the {ct time 1s come. A Worid of Wealth, as one cryed 
out, for an Inch of Time; but, had ſhe it to give, ſhe 
could not have obtained it. 

Obj. But did not God add Fifteen Years unto Hez+k2ah)s 
Lite, in Anſwer to his Prayers and Tears ? I/a. 38. 1, 2, 
3, 455 

Reſp. Fifteen Years were added from the time that he 
prayed and wept, but not unto the time appointed for 
his Diſſolution. 

Me. This was that Exccllent Perſon, that was the 
Non-ſuch of the Earth in his day. But 1t is every me : 
One may ſay, God will bring me; another, that God 
will bring me; and ſo mav every individual Perſon : SO 
that none are exempted, none ſhall be paſſed by, bur all 
God will bring to Dcath. He doth not ſay, I know +] 
ſhall die; but, God will bring me to Death. All that have 
ever been betore us, and they were innumerable trom 
the Creation of the World, God hath brought to Death, 
bur wo; the on: was Eroch, who was -tranſlated, thar 
he ſhould not fee Dcath, Gen.5. 24. Fb. 11.5. and 
Elijah, that was immcdiarely carrycd up to Heaven in a 
Whirlwind , 2 A'7m7s 2. 11, and all that ſhall {ucceed 
or come after US, CXCEPt thole that ſhall remain, and be 
alive at the comins of the Lord, who ſhall be cauzhe wp to 

meet the Loyd inthe Air, 1 T hel: 4. 17. vet though thele 
ſhall not be brought to Death, they ſhall be cnanged , 
© W Fiich 
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which is equivalent to it ; hence 1 Cor. 15. 51. We ſball 
n0t all ſleep, but ne ſhall all be changed, The longeſt livers 
dicd : The Ante iluvian Fathers, reported of Gep. +. 
all of whom lived, through the ſtrength of Nature, and 
the Power of God, above goo Years, except Mahalaleel, 
that wanted five Years of gco ; and Lamech, that lived 
777, and Exch, that lived 365 Years before his Tran- 
{lation, yct they all were faid to die, as Adam, Seth, Enos, 
Fc. So that though Men may live many Years, and 
though they ſpend them 1:1 Mirth and Pleaſures, yet it 
concerns them to re:zember the days of Darkanels will 
come, Eccle/.11.8. There 15 no Age of the World, nor 
{hall be unto the end of the World, but Man, that was 
born of a Woman, hath been brought to Death ; and as 
no Age hath been excuſed, ſo no Rank, Quality, or De- 
gree of Men have becn exempted. The King as well as 
the Beggar hath paſſed through the Gates of Death ; the 
Prince and the Peaſant : hence P/a/. 146. 5, 6. Put not 
your truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of Man, in whom 
no help. The Reaſon of this Exhortation, Hrs breath goeth 
forth, he returneth to his Earth, Both are lodged togc= 
ther, one Houſe holds them both. 

The Honourable mutt come to Deat'1, all his great 
{welling Titles of Honour cannot fecvr:: !.im, nor can 
the mean and baſe Condition of others preſcrve them. 

The Rich and the Poor alſo muit cone to it, and le 
down alike in the Dutt. We find, Lhe 16. 22. that the 
Begoar died : So did the Rich Man ; and tt; one thing 
rhe Rich Man had the Advantage ct Lazarws, for he. 1t 
15 ſaid, was buricd, poſſibly had a colitly Coin, and had 
great Splendor at his Funeral , and the Poor Man huried 
obſcurely into ſome Hole; tor though it is fad, he died 
it doth not ſay, he was buried; well, yer the Pocr Man 
had a far greater Advantage at his Death; for when the 
Devils dragged the Rich Man to Fell, a Gua:d of Angels 

+ 4d 


A Funeral SERMON. 


——— — 


was ſent to convey the departing Soul of the Pour Man 
into Heaven. 

'The ſtrong Man 15 brought to Death as well as the 
weak and teeble : Fob 21. 23, 24, 25. One dicth in hy, full, 
or an the very perfeition of hu ſtrength, whoſe breajts were 
full of Milk, and his bones moiſtned w:th Marrow. Another 
areth in the ont: rneſs of his ſoul, that did wetler cat hu mt a: 
with ple:ſure; theſe (all lie down alize in the duit., By 
Strength no Man can prevail, the mighty Men of Va- 
lour were brought to Death, thoſe that in Old Times 
were called Men of Renown. The ſftout-hearted are 
ſpoil-d, they have ſlept their fleep, and the men of might 
have loft their hands, wherewith they have aone orcat Ex- 
ploits, Plai. 76. 5- The great Conquerors of the World 
have by Death been conquered and overcome. 

The Doctor and the Apothecary : The one that hath 
preſcribed, and the other that hath prepared Medicines, 
whereby the Sick have been recovered, and Lite hath 
been preſerved, cannot deviſe nor provide a Potion that 
ſhall keep themſelves from Death. . The Wiſe and the 
Fool. Solomon, Feclef. 2. 16, propounds a Queltion , 
How aies the Wiſe Man? And anſwers it, As the Fool. 
None by their Politick ſhifts can evade or [hift it off; the 
great Head-pieces that have been in the World, have laid 
down their Heads 1n the Duſt. 

'The Uſetul and the Uſcleſs. Some Men are Luggage 
to the Farth, who only live to cat, and do no goud 1n 
their Generation, whoſe Souls ſerve but for Salt ro keep 
them from putretying, and rotting above Ground. Bur 
there are, and h:ve becn others, that have been a Blcf- 
ſing in their Places, doing much govud unto thoſe they 
have conver{cd with: Such a oiie was f:6, Chap. 29. 12, 
12,14, 15,16, 17. And David, Acts 13. 36. who ſerved 
his Generation according to the nill of God, yer tor all thar, 
he fell aſleep. Who more {crviceable unto God and Man, 
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than the Holy Men of Old, Prophets, and Apoſtles, yet 
they did not live for ever, Rfch. 1. 5. 

Yea, the Godly and Wicked have been, and ſhall be 
brought to Dearh. Wickedneſs ſhall n1t delivir him that 
is grven to it, Feelcl. $. 8. Nor ſhall the Righteouſneſs of 
the Righteous, for one event happens to them both, Ecclel.9.2. 


Objeft. But doth not Solomon contraditt this Doftrine, 
who tells us, That Rrzhteonſneſs delivereth from Death, 
Prov. 10. 2” 


Reſp. It 1s certain that Righteouſneſs delivers from 
Death : But not from Natural Death, for that is a Debt 
owing by all, and mult be paid by all; but Righteouſ- 
neſs doth deliver from the Sting or Curſe of it. So that 
the Righteous may with holy Boldneſs and Confidence 
Challenge Death to ſhew his Sting, 1 Cor. 15. 55. And 
alfo trom Eternal Death, which is called che ſecond Death, 
or a Death after Death, Rev. 2. 11. Chap, 20.6. 


Will Ged bring to Death ? That is, to Natural Death, 
u hich 1s the diflolving of the Union, or looſing or break- 
13g the Knot that did tye Body and Soul together, 2 Cor. 
5.1. The word «iſſolved 1s taken from the overthrow- 
ing or demoliſhing of Buildings, whereby the Houſe 
that was cormpaQt, and in the ſeveral parts joyned toge- 
ther, being demoliſhed, it is parted aſunder. Theſe two 
intimates, Body and Soul, by Leath are leparated one from 
another. 


Tiiri4 Qrieftion. How did Jos come to this Know- 
Iedge? Why, inthe fame way as others do, or may at- 
Lain Its 


1. By 
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I, By tle Lex er ot the Scr; ru G; This. oth fuflici- 
cently bear Witnels to this Truths G ». 2.19. tie Lo.d 
tells Adin, 1 hat he 15 ww / and une «t he ſvail retu; A. 
Job ſpeaks the ſame, Chap. 14. 1. B.fides the mani- 
fold Initances of Perton; that d: X'2 recorde:] in thic 
Scriptut ec, do plainly, and comvinch ly duinon{trate 
it. 

. Reaſon or the Li Igi1t of Nature will tcll us, that a 
Ho: uſe of Clay, thac is ttrunded on a heap of Dull, 
ſuch as our Bodics are, Jos 4. 19. bow itrong 0. beau- 
tiful foever it be, will tall a The Ap fs Calis 
an Earthly Houſe, 2 Cor. 5.1. It it was bu:ic of Stones, 
and the Foundation was a Rock, or Mari 'l:, yet by ons 
means or othcr it will decay, and may be overthrown. 
And if tis be all the Knowledge Men have, it will not 
much affe& the Hearr, nor produce fucl FE FcQs as the 
Mattcr doth require. Men may, and many do kuow 
both theſe Ways, that thcy mult die; and yet the [or 
may take up the Complaint againit them, as he did 2 
gainlt 1ſricl of Old, lor aot will ly conſidering their lat- 
ter End, Dew. 32. 29. Not duly cxpecting, 6. preparing 
for it, nor taking care to order their Converſations a5 
dying Creatures ought to do, but do (till carclefy neg 
lect the Concerns of their Precious and Immortal 5: ankle 
Bur, 

2. There is a Spiritual Knowlzdge of it, thoug!: th. 
Object be Natural, which proccedeth from the Tcach- 
ings of God, whic' Holy David prayed tor, P/al. 39. 4 
who had the means both of Scr: pture and Reaſon to 11- 
torm him, as other Men have; yet tis did not ſatisfic 
him, and thereforc apples himſelf to th: Throne of 
Grace, that th: Lord wou'd teach him to ! now hi, End, 
and the meaſure of Is ! Jay's, that hc might there! y be 
made to know how trail he was. For this allo did .! of: s 
D pray, 
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DT ay, P/al go. 12. that hz might be taught {9 to mumnber 
bi 4iys, that this Effet might bc wrous! t, 70 1tply hs 
He1yt to Wiſdem. In the toregoing Verſe he had' caſt 
up the Account of the Years of Man's Life, but he looked 
atter, and did beg for another kind of Knowledge, than 
what his Reaſon cou'd Inſtruct him in. You therefore 
thar have only that knowleage of your Mortality, that 
Reaſon and the [Letter of rhe S:ripture teacheth, be cx- 
horted to imitate theſe Holy Men, that you may attaig 
that knowledge of it, as may encline your Hearts to ſec 
after the things that belong unto your Eternal Weltars. 


Having run through the words, by way of Explica- 
tion, I ſhall lay before you two Oblervarions that arilc 
trom them. 


1. That God will bring us to Death. 
2. That it 15a piece of the greateſt Wildom, rightly 
and Spiritually ro know this. 


I ſhall only handle the firſt of theſe : How long ſocver. 
1nd whats Lives ſoever we live, yet we muſt dic. 


Reaſons of the Doctrine. 


1. God will bring us to Death, becauſe we-bring Sin 
170 the i World, which Opens a Paſſa, ze tor Death. Rows. 
is by one Man Sin entred into the Mrrld, fo Death ty 
Sip aid Death paſſed _ all Men, for that tf have inzed, 
Here we fee at wit Door Death enters: though Man 
was made of weak ant 1 feeble Matter, yr if Sin had nor 
made the way, he ſhouwld-nor have died ; but our Father 
Acam, the Repreſentative of Manland, tranigrelſing 
the Law of C:cotion, prefently Death 15 threatned , 
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Gem. }. 19. al and tiiat not to bimſ; "i onty, but (Oat 
ſhould come vuur ot his Loy Ss, Cr = who. Poitcilty ; 
and although the Guile of Sin, _ ing over token 
Dcath, be removed trom {oine of h1s 'E d, by ths Scel 
ct the Woman, yet Natural [| cath mil als upon tiicwum 
all, 

Man having tinned, God did no: {:nd us into the 
World with a D.1191n ot ſp ending an Frernity to it, bur 
ZIVES US a lirtic Time to prepare us for an Etcrn il Glory, 


which he hath prepared for - of < that di: in tte Lord. 
Moſt Men live as it they were {cunt lither only to ear 


and drink, and provide tor Sole Heth: bu: the All-wit.: 
God had Iighcr Ends tn making fo Novlc a Creature as 
Man, putting hin 1ato a Natura! Capacity, by th: Soul 
hc bath endued him with, wiuch 15 a Snirit and Immor- 
tal of an Immoital Glory. And the Lord hath given 
him time to ſeek atter ic, and appointed ways and means 
how he may attal, 1 It, Winch time not being duly im- 
proved, and the means wotully negl-Qed, proves the 
occalion of mens Eternal Deſtruction. Hence. it 1s thar 
the tender Heart of Chritft did ſo condoule the calc of Je- 
ruſalem, Lake 19. 42. They had the means of atraininy 
the knowledge of the things belcnging to their Peace 

but they let {l/p the t:me, and made no good ule of the 
means, until the things of their Peace were hid tro: 
them. A fair Warning to us that are partakers of the 
Goſpel, and call aloud upon us, # ſe: the Lora nite 
he may be fauna, and to call upon him white he u nar, 


Ia. Y Hh. 


. God will bring us to Death, beciuſe of Its Ap- 
0intment : He Iith fo appointed, and ordained, and 
this cannot be truftrated. Men may ordain, purpole . 
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and appoint things that never come to paſs: but it is 
otherwie with the [okoitely, All-wife, and Aim'y ty 
God - tlicre can te 10 Contingencies Lappcn to make {11s 


Purpoſes and \ppoiatment void, 


1. Becauſe he will brirg us to Juog 7Ment, which tol- 
lows Death, Heb. g. 28. There is the Judgment of par- 
riculzir Perſons at _ for the Spirit 1 tuias to God to 
bh: cifpoſed of, when the duſty Body dui return tothe 
Earth, Eccle/. 12.7. The General Judgment, v on ch 1s cCom- 
monly called the Day of Judgment, is at the Reſurre- 
Gicn, when the Lord will bring back from Deat! 11 again. 


5. God will _ the Wicked to Death, to put an 
end to his Wickediels : When he hath tilled up his mea- 
fure, P/al. 9.9. me That Damn, Curſe, be Drunk no 
more ; he ſhall no I-nger mock at Religion, nor Perſe- 
c11:e God's People with Tongue or Hand : He is a Bur- 

0 to the Earth whilſt he lives, and Gud will caſe the 
Va of that Burthen by his Death, 


5, God w:ll Ering bis People to Death, to give them 
Relt from all vale Labours, Rev. 14.13. T1 hey ſhall be 
cairyed out of the reach of a vexing, tempting Devil, 
an from the malice and enmity of an envious World, 
ed o_ m a'! tne Tribulations they meer with whilſt th-y 
are ti : John 16. wit. In the World ye ſpall have 1 rivula- 
1 1 cy inall no longer groan under the Burthen of a 
of Peath,have no more = Cauſe to con: plain, and fetch 
aeep lighs from the oppreſſion of Guilt, nor bemoan 
chemfelves for The f'thinefs of their ear ts, nor ſhall 
Cy aily longer be w; thout the light of the Sun, nor walk 
1n ?.irknel>, as ere often they do, from the hidings ot 
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. God will bring them to JDeatn, to bring them into 
Poſſeſſion of the Erern al Inherimtaiuce prepared tor thein, 
thoſe Manſions of Ligit that he hath been by his Grace 
frting and preparing them for, Rom. 9. 23. Cel. 1. 12: 
Or 1t you will, God will bring them to Death, to bring 
them to the tull, glorious, u! uNterrupted Enjoymeut of 
his bleſſed Preſcace , ther they imay ever be with the 
Lord ; for whulſt they are at home in the Body, they 
4rc, in the ſenſe forementioned, ablent trom the Lord, 
2 Cor. 5. 6. So that by what hath been faid in theſ: 
three laſt Particulars, and many other that might be 
mentioned, whuch, the Time being g paſt, and my Strength 
much exhauſted, I mult forbear to inſiſt on ; it will ap- 
pear, though boch Godly and Ungod!y are brought to 
Death, yCr therc is a valt difference between the Death 
of the one, and of the other. A little time I muſt take 
ro improve ils Doctrine by Application. 


1. It God will bring us to Pcath, this informs us, 

1. Ot the certainty an neceſſity ot «dying, unleſs God 
will change his Mind, repeal his Statute-Law, or hath 
not Power ſufficient in lus Hand to execute it. So that 
we may ſay, as the Woman of Tetoah did to David , 
2 Sam. 14.14. He muſt necas aie, ana ve as Water ſpilt 
upon the Ground, For unieis that firit Law, whici was 
the Reſult of Infinite Wiſdom, be reſcinded by a Polt- 
AR, which cannot be ſuppoſed, or that there is a Pro- 
viſo to exempt any trom the common Fate of Mankind; 
the firit ] aw doch itand in tull force, and mult certainly 
be put into £xccutton. 


2. That ſ-cing the Lord yill bring vs all to Death, this 
dot! ntorimn us of, and rcproverh the Fol ly and Madacts 


oi tote har par this far away, upon 2 pre{u:;nption ot 
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long Lite, and yet know not what the next day or hour 
may produce, like the raſh Fool in the Goſpel, Lyte 1 2. 
19. and it may fare with them as it did with him, v. 20. 
What, wilt thou preſume of length of days, and. on 
this Preſumption deter thy Repentance ? Alas ! how many 
fuch are there now, that are paſt Repentance? Doth not 
the Lord denounce a Wee againſt ſuch, Amos 6, 1.3% 
What Bed doſt thou he on, what is thy Pillow ſtutt'd 
with, that canlt ſleep ſecurely i in thine Impeaitent Con- 

dition ? Doſt thon not (car, that when thou ſicepeſt on 
thy Bed in the Night, that in the Morning thou ſhak 
awake with the Everlaſting Flames map "thine Ears? 

I am fure thou haſt caule enough to tear 


3- It God will bring, us to Death, it doth greatly con- 
cern us to bring Death near to our ſelves, before God 
rings us to It. 

Believing the Truth my Text ſpeaks of, I find that 
"ade It 1s cenerally acknowledged that all muſt dic, 
yet too few there are that (do really believe that they are 
cf that number. Surely, was it believed, it would pro- 
duce better things than do appear in their Lives and Con- 
verſations, What Peter ſaith touching the diſſolution of 
ali things, and whar ule ſhould be made of it, 2 Pez. 2. 
1. It Men did believe their own Diſſolution, it would 
provoke unto a Holy and Godly Converſation. What a 
poor Woman once faid, lying on a Death-bed, may 
many ſay in the like Condition: 7 often ( fat id ſhe) 
thoug ht of [Dying, vut would [ had Ur Pnegy? it : Beheving 
brinzs that near, that 1s at a diltance ; Janw-like, it 
iwolks backward and forward. 


2. Serigul!y and ircquently thinkitg, of ir, and me- 
Jitating on it. Alas! how tew. are there thar-bulie their 
tHuoads 
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tainty « TY and fud.lenly may come. Tius "Sd | 
quires Our ceepelt mUufing 0; 117, Sad Will be tlie turprite), 
it Death ſhould look in it tne Window with his a; 1 


Countena:ce, and on 01 our trembling Lips before v 
have ſeriouſly rhought of it, eXjccted It, and are preparec 
for it; we ſhall never wait for that change which we pever 
thoug! it of. 


3. Dying cally, as Pau! laid of, himlelt, 1 Cor, 15. 20, 
nor only t —_— of the continual danger he was in for 
his work-ſake, but becauſe he was daily making ready 


tor 1t, fobting the © 204 fa: It cf Faith, that he might lay hid 


oa Eternal Life, as lie exho ted his Son 7 imothy, | Lp 
Chap. 6. 12, lying r to the World, to Sin, unto Self, ard 
follywiv; 3 tic Captain of ht; Salvation, 0 oppoſe and cut 
off the Encmics of his Salvation. By brinziag Dearth 
thus unto our ſelves, there undoubtedly will follw 
choice and excellent Efte&s. As, 

Hiding Pride 'from us; pulling down the ligh 
Tones and” high Heads. What! ſhall Mortal, dying 
Duit lift up 1t felt ? Shall not the conſideration ot our 
Frailty bring down our lofty looks? When a proud 
Thought appears, refleft on thy Mortality,and thin) with 
thy 1. i, whether ſuch a Thought becomes luch a pic c 
of Duſt as thou art, whole lofty looks ere long mult ! 
humbled ; ſurely the thoughts and co: ſideration of Dea b 
IS £110U! h to preſerve from lelt-cxaltation. 


2. Modcrating our Aﬀ/cttions unto our Creature-F.n- 
10% ments, and to begec Temperance 1a our purſuit atter, 
and uſe uf them, as the Apoſtle, from the conſideration 
of the brevity of cur Lives, doth exhiort unto, 41 Cor. 7. 
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29, 30, 3Te ail mult bc le ft when Death c comes, both 
-2:cipct of Uſe ani Enjoyment, undoubr-dly fetting 
Deat! 1in ; 06d earne{t betore us, will be a means to Cru- 
Cific us uito the World, and the World uato us. Shall 
LN4t be | Tok 'ged 1N Our Hee irts, that we {hail hold but a 
ttc Whiye 10 our Hands, and will be wholiy out of our 
ye? Did we real y belicve that it will not be long that 
we ſhall ave theſe things in our Poſſeſſion, we ſhould 
mal the lels of them whiltt we do poileſs them. 


3- Quickning our dull and ſleepy Hcarts unto greater 
Diligence 1n ſeeking after, and ende avouring to "(cure 
cur main and principal Intereſt, will a time come, and 
ray 1t be near to us, that will. put an end unto all Op- 
portunities, for our Soul; Eternal Welfare? O then, 
why arc we ſo {ottiſh, as to waſte our little time in Va- 
nity or Drudgery = the World, when we have {o great 
1 Concernment lc 'DON OUT Hand ? And how C1 will it 
Le. if we miſs the Time, and lole our Opportunity ? 


. 
; - 


a. Ii 1: be God that brings to Death, then let this 
Comin.nd us into Holy Silence, * and bring cur Hearts 
; to quiet Submiſſion, when our chiefeſt © EY and 
ucarett Relations are taken away; this Conſideration, 
tat God hati done it, ſhould quict our Minds, and charm 
us 12to the molt protound filcace ; as Aaroa, Levwit. 10. 2. 
wicn by a molt diſmal firoke from Heaven ewo of his 
SONS WETE C: t of together, which did reltific God's great 
ipicaſure, they being taken away in the AU of inning, 

Jt he heid his peace ; rhat is, he quarrelied not at that 
Avia Provigeiice, but ol il tte greatclt Patience did 
bear up under it. $07, . 39+ g. 1 was aumb, ani opened 
j, becauſe Gl aid it. Thus did "fo b when 
Jen tel! togethcr by an unuſual and fcartul 

ſtroke, 
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{troke, Chap. 1.18. A Miniſter's WieWimparticit': 
lamenting the loſs of her [tc decexrfed Huzbind, an! 
her Livelihood alfo by that means tiken away, aun aged 
gracious Woman diſcourfing with her, that ſh: might 
compole her diltur>z<ed Mind, did ask her, who did it ? 
She anſwered, God had done ir. Then, faith ſh2, be 
ſtill; for if he hath done it, he hath done thee no 
wrong. 


1. It is he that hath an abſolute and uncontroulablc 
Right to diſpoſe of us, and all o'r Crearure-Comtorts 
at his own Will and Pleaſure ; his Sovereignty therctore 
ſhould ſtrike us into a Holy Dumbacſs, when under ſuch 
chaſtiling Providences. 


2. It is he that is too jult to do us any wrong, and t90 
g00d to do us harm; and it neither wrong nor harm 
are done us, we have no reaſon to mourn excefſively, nor 
to give way to any Impatience. 


2. Tt is he that can make up our Lofls, be it never fo 
great; and if we carry it well, and put our Truſt in him, 
he will ſurcly and certaialy do it; who makes all things 
work together for their good, who love him, and are th: called 
accordin? to his purpoſe, Rom. 8. 28. He can, you need 
not fear, ſupply the abſence of your belt Relations. 


() but, may one ſay, I have parted with a moſt ten- 
der and loving Farher. I :uc; but he was but an tartily 
Father, and Mortal alſo: It thou getteſt an Intereſt in 
God, he will be an Heavenly, and an Immortal Fath::. 


Q, ſaith another, I have loſt a moſt Faith;tul and Con- 
tant Friend, the beſt Friend I had in all the World. Bc 
HF It 
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it ſo; then make ſure of that Friend that will never fail, 
and that will be ſo for ever; There s 4 Friend thit ſticks 
cloſer than « Brother, make him your Friend. 


O, faith a third, the Lord brought unto Death a moſt 
Tender, Dutiful, and Obedient Child, as ever Parent 
had. Well! is there not cnough 1n him that hath taken 
thy Child from thee, to repair that Loſs with unſpeak- 
able Advantage? It may be thou didſt lodge thy Child 
in that Bed of Love; which the Lord had taken tor him- 
ſelf, and therefore, to make room for him , he hath 
taken that Child from thee. I remember the ſaying of a 
good Woman, who had only one Son, who by a diſa- 
{trous Providence was brought to Death ; upon the News 
of it, an{wered, Now I ſee God will leave me nothing 
to love but himſelf. And it that Love which was ſet 
on thy Child, be placed upon God, when thy Child is 
gone, 1t will be maniteft, that it was his love to thy Soul, 
that thy Child was removed from thee. 


5. Uſe. My Text, and the Doctrine inſiſted on, brings 
very good and very bad News: Very good unto the God- 
iy, bur very bad unto the Wicked. 


r. It is your Mercy that are the called of God, and by 
Grace are brought over to Jeſus Chrift, that God will 
bring you to Death, and eiſe you thereby of all the Bur- 
thens and Grievances that whilſt you are 1n this howling 
Wilderneſs you are oppreſſed with ; you by Death arc 
delivered from the Body of Death, that ſometimes you 
groan under; from the Spirit of Bondage, Temptations 
of the Enemy, and all Evils, both Corporal and Spirt- 
tual, that whillt here you are annoyed or vexed with. 


2. By 
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2. Ry this you will be brought into the PoiTeſſion of 
that Inhericrance which 15 incorruptible, undefiled, and 
fadeth not away, 1 Per. r. 


3. By this your imperfect Grace and Knowledge will 
arrive unto that full perfetion that your Nature is ca- 
pable of. 


4. And hereby you ſhall attain unto full and entire Sa- 
tisfaction; your Defires being ſo tully aniwered, that 
you ſhall defire no more, neither can more be detired. 


But 2a7y, As this 1s good, the beſt News unto Saints, 
{o it 15 the worſt News that can be to Sinners and the 


Ungodly that ſo live and dic. For, 


1. They leave all their good things, and the things 
they take moit Pleaſure and Delight in behind them, and 
mult take an everlaſting farewel ot them. 


2. Their Evil VVorks will follow them, and the Re- 
ward of them will b2 their Portion, the V Vages thereot 
is Eternal Death, Rom. 6. 


3. They will have nothing to yield them the leaſt Relict 
or Comfort when Miſery unconceivable will come upon 
them ; not ſo much as a drop of cold water to cool their 
flaming Llongue, Luke 16. 24 which whilſt here was 
ſet 51 fire ot Hell; that Tongue wherewith they blal- 
ph-:-1c4 God, by Curling, Damning, and Swearing; 
and w'..rewith they mocked and derided the People of 
God, his Y Vays, and Ordinances. 


a. V Vhen 
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4. VVhen God brirgs them to Death, they: are car- 


ried by the Devil, whom they have ſerved, to be Com- 
panions with him in that unquenchable Fire, that is pre- 
pared for them. 


* 


5. And that which aggravates- all their Miſery, that 


they ſhall be endleſs, and deſpair of ever having any 
caſe or end of them. 
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